
Facts and figures about the relations  
between the European Union and the  
Community of Latin American  
and Caribbean States

Brussels, 10 & 11 June 2015



1. Introduction .................................................................................................................................................... ..... p. 3

2. EU-CELAC relations ........................................................................................................................................... p. 5

3. Growth and trade ............................................................................................................................................. p. 7

4. Development and humanitarian aid ...................................................................................................... p. 10
 
5. Energy and climate action ........................................................................................................................ p. 13

6. Education and research ................................................................................................................................ p. 14

7. Security and the fight against drug trafficking ................................................................................ p. 17

More information on the European Union is available on the internet (http://europa.eu)

Prepared by the Spokesperson’s Service of the European Commission in close collaboration with the European 
External Action Service.

Luxembourg, Publications Office of the European Union, 2015

ISBN: 978-92-79-48410-0
doi: 10.2775/364175

© European Union, 2015
Reproduction is authorised provided the source is acknowledged

Printed in Belgium. 

Table of contents



3

Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean share deep-rooted and historical bonds that bring them 
close together. They are natural partners seeking to deepen their strategic bonds in the social, 
political and economic areas.

The EU-CELAC partnership is one for the next generation. Together both regions can drive trade 
and investment to create jobs and growth; and promote lasting development to ensure high living 
standards for our citizens and fight poverty and inequality globally.

The Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) comprises 33 Member States 
from Latin America and the Caribbean including Spanish-, Portuguese-, French-, English- and 
Dutch-speaking countries.

The European Union consists of 28 Member States. In over 60 years of history it has developed 
a single market with free movement for goods, services, capital and people. With few exceptions, 
there are no border controls between EU countries and 19 of them share a common currency, the 
euro.

Together, the EU and the CELAC count 61 countries (almost a third of the members of the United 
Nations), eight seats at the G20, and over one billion people (approximately 15.5% of the world 
population)

1. Introduction
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Population 
 (in thousands)

Ireland

Antigua and Barbuda

Colombia

Guatemala

Belize

Dominican Republic

Jamaica

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Trinidad and Tobago

Bahamas

Cuba

Haiti

Paraguay

Brazil

El Salvador

Nicaragua

Saint Vincent and  
the Grenadines

Venezuela

Country

Argentina

Costa Rica

Guyana

Bolivia

Ecuador

Mexico

Saint Lucia

Uruguay

Barbados

Dominica

Honduras

Peru

Chile

Grenada

Panama

Suriname

Total

92

49,529

16,255

348

10,652

2,813

55

1,347

388

11,249

10,604

7,033

203,657

6,426

6,257

109

31,293

Population 
 (in thousands)

42,155

5,002

808

11,025

16,226

125,236

185

3,340

287

73

8,424

31,161

17,924

107

3,988

548

624,596

Austria

Finland

Lithuania

Slovenia

Cyprus

Hungary

Poland

Total

Country

Bulgaria

Germany

Malta

Sweden

Denmark

Italy

Romania

Belgium

France

Luxembourg

Spain

Czech Republic

Portugal

Croatia

Greece

Netherlands

United Kingdom

Latvia

Slovakia

Estonia

8,558

5,461

2,999

2,079

1,165

9,911

38,222

511,438

7,113

82,562

431

9,694

5,662

61,142

21,579

11,183

64,983

543

47,199

10,777

4,727

10,610

4,255

11,126

16,844

63,844

1,280

2,031

5,458

* All figures, including for EU countries, 
are from the UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs.
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2. EU-CELAC relations

- Summits between the EU, Latin America and the Caribbean started to be held in 1999 and are 
held roughly every two years on a rotational basis: one in Europe, one in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

- Following its creation in 2010, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) 
is now the EU’s counterpart for the bi-regional partnership process. This is the second EU-CELAC 
summit and it is taking place in Brussels. The first one was held in Santiago, Chile in 2013.

- The EU will be represented by the President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker 
and the President of the European Council, Donald Tusk. The EU’s High Representative and Vice-
President of the European Commission Federica Mogherini and most EU Heads of State and 
Government will also attend.

- On the CELAC side, most of the Heads of State and Government will attend.

- The summit will be co-chaired by European Council President Donald Tusk and by Ecuadorean 
President Rafael Correa, whose country currently holds the rotating presidency of the CELAC.

- Debates during the summit will focus on bi-regional and global issues. It will be the occasion to 
underline the importance of EU-CELAC cooperation in a complex, rapidly changing world.

- The summit will also promote the shared identity and values of Europe, and Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

- It will also be an opportunity to deepen political dialogue on citizen-oriented initiatives in terms 
of innovation for sustainable growth, education, security, and climate change.

- Ahead of the EU-CELAC summit, other meetings and events have been held including the 7th 
meeting of the EU, Latin American and Caribbean Trade Unions (10-11 March); the 8th meeting 
of European Union-Latin American and Caribbean organised civil society (11-12 March); the II EU-
CELAC civil society forum (19-20 March); the CELAC-EU youth days (9-10 April); the Euro-Latin 
American parliamentary assembly (3-5 June), a Mayors Forum (4 June), the EU-CELAC academic 
summit (8-9 June) and the EU-CELAC Foreign Ministers Meeting (9 June).

- The EU-CELAC Business summit will be hosted on 10 June by EU Commissioners for International 
Cooperation, Neven Mimica, and for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Elżbieta 
Bieńkowska. The event will serve to strengthen inclusive growth for our societies by bringing 
together small and medium enterprises from both sides of the Atlantic.

- Besides bi-regional cooperation, the EU maintains strategic partnerships with Brazil and Mexico, 
and holds regular summits with each of them.  Close relations are maintained with other countries 
and sub-regions such as Central America and the Caribbean.

- The EU has delegations in most of the CELAC countries and holds regular political dialogue and 
consultations with all of them.
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- In 2015, HRVP Mogherini has visited the LAC region three times. She attended the CELAC summit 
in Costa Rica in January, visited Cuba in March and attended the 7th summit of the Americas in 
Panama in April.

- Cooperation with Latin American and Caribbean sub-regional integration organisations is 
also highly important. For example, the Central America Integration System (SICA) has signed 
a comprehensive Association Agreement with the EU covering political, cooperation and trade 
matters. Also, in the Caribbean the EU and CARIFORUM have very close relations, greatly reinforced 
in 2012 with the adoption of the Joint Caribbean-EU Partnership Strategy, which sets a strong 
common agenda towards jointly agreed, mutually beneficial goals.

- The parliamentary dimension of the EU-LAC relations is very important. In the framework of 
the EU-CELAC summits, the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (EuroLat) meets. It 
is formed by 150 members: 75 from the European Parliament and 75 from Latin American 
parliaments including: the Latin American Parliament, the Andean Parliament, the Central American 
Parliament, the Mercosur Parliament, the Mexican Congress and the Chilean Congress.
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- In 2013, the GDP of the EU amounted to €13.5tn and represented 17.5% of the world GDP. The 
GDP of CELAC countries was €4.6tn, accounting for 8.8% of the world GDP.

- In the same year, Brazil and Mexico were the biggest CELAC economies, with 3.1% and 2% of 
the world GDP respectively. 

- In 2014, GDP rose by 0.9% in the euro area and by 1.4% in the EU. Latin America and the 
Caribbean growth rate was 0.8% during the same period, with diverging trends in the region. 
While the growth in Central America was boosted by increased activities in the US, South America 
registered lower growth rates.

- In 2013 the EU was the second trade partner for the CELAC region as a whole at a similar level 
with China and behind the United States.

- Trade in goods between the EU and LAC countries almost doubled over the last decade (2004-
2014) reaching €209.2bn in 2014 (6.2% of total EU trade).

- Trade in services between the EU and CELAC amounted to €72.2bn in 2013.

- The EU remains the leading foreign investor in CELAC countries, with total FDI stocks amounting 
to €505.7bn in 2013. That is 10.3% of the €4.9tn EU FDI stocks abroad and approximately 35% 
of the CELAC FDI stock.

- Of that number, Brazil and Mexico were the main receivers. The EU was the major foreign 
investor in Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia and Venezuela.

- The EU FDI stock in CELAC countries is higher than the EU FDI stock in Russia, China and India 
combined (€319bn, 2013). 

- In 2013, CELAC investments in the EU amounted to €135.5bn, accounting for 3.6% of the EU 
FDI inward stock. Of that, 42.9% came from Brazil (€58.2bn) and 16.7% from Mexico (€22.6bn). 

- In the 2004-2014 period, the CELAC share in EU exports increased from 5.4% to 6.5%, while the 
proportion of CELAC countries in EU imports remained stable at around 5.9%.

- In 2013, EU exports amounted to €128.7bn (i.e. 14.1% of total CELAC imports) and EU imports 
amounted to €94.4bn (i.e. 11.4% of total CELAC exports). Brazil and Mexico were by far the EU’s 
major trading partners, with total trade of €79.4bn and €48.2bn respectively, followed by Chile, 
Argentina, Colombia and Peru.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Growth and trade
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Trade in goods with between 
EU and CELAC countries 
amounted to €209.2bn  
in 2014.  
In services, it was €72.2bn  
in 2013.

The EU is the leading foreign 
investor in CELAC countries.  
Total foreign direct investment 
stocks amounted to €505.7bn in 
2013, more than EU FDI in Russia, 
China and India combined.

Foreign direct investment  
of CELAC countries in the EU 
amounted to €135.5bn in 2013.

The EU has concluded trade 
agreements with 26 of the 33 
CELAC members.

The EU exports to 
CELAC countries mostly 
machinery, transport 
equipment and 
chemicals. It imports 
mainly agricultural 
products and raw 
materials.
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- The EU exports to CELAC countries mostly machinery, transport equipment and chemicals; and 
imports mainly agricultural products and raw materials.

- Negotiations for an Association Agreement between the EU and Mercosur have been open since 
1999. After being suspended in 2004, they resumed in 2010 and nine negotiation rounds have 
been held since then, with the last one in October 2012.

- Mercosur is the fourth largest non-EU economy in the world with a collective GDP of €2.6tn (in 
2014). That makes the agreement the third largest being negotiated by the EU after those with 
the United States and Japan.

- In 2013, the EU was Mercosur’s first trading partner, accounting for 20% of Mercosur’s total 
trade. Mercosur was the EU’s eighth major trading partner, accounting for 2.8% of total EU trade. 
In 2014, EU-Mercosur trade reached €95.9bn.

- The EU and Mexico have a Global Agreement, which includes a Free Trade Agreement that has 
been in place since 2000. Since then, EU-Mexico trade flows have experienced strong growth, 
reaching €46.7bn in 2014.

- In the margins of the last EU-CELAC summit in 2013, Mexican and EU leaders agreed to explore 
possibilities for the modernisation of the agreement to deepen existing provisions and cover new 
areas in political dialogue, cooperation, and trade and investment. The exploratory process is 
almost finalised. It is likely to lead to negotiations for a modernisation of the Agreement.

- The EU and Chile concluded an Association Agreement in 2002, which included an FTA that 
entered into force in February 2003. In 2013, the EU was Chile’s third largest source of imports 
and its second largest export market. Since 2004, bilateral trade has grown by 54%, reaching 
€16.1bn in 2014.

- To date, 26 out of the 33 CELAC members have concluded trade agreements with the EU; the 
Mercosur countries (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela), Cuba and Bolivia have 
not yet done so.

- It is essential for the EU and CELAC countries to boost their trade ties in the context of an intensely 
interconnected world: the EU is currently negotiating the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) with the US, with which many CELAC countries have bilateral trade agreements 
(Chile, Colombia, Panama and Peru) and multilateral trade agreements (NAFTA, CAFTA). TTIP 
would be one the world largest free trade deals, the other one being the Transpacific Partnership 
(TTP), which is also under negotiations and includes among others three CELAC countries, the US 
and Japan. With the latter the EU is negotiating another trade agreement. 
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- 2015 is the European Year for Development, a year dedicated to explain to citizens around 
the world how EU development aid works and to demonstrate that it makes a real and lasting 
difference in other people’s lives.

- According to a Eurobarometer survey, 67% of European citizens are positive towards the idea of 
increasing economic aid; 85% believe it is important to help people in developing countries and 
64% agree that tackling poverty should be one of the EU’s main priorities. The same study shows 
that 34% of Europeans engage in one way or another in helping developing countries.

- According to the OECD, the EU is the largest donor of Official Development Aid (ODA). In 2014, 
the amount of aid by EU Member States equalled €56.1bn or 0.41% of GNI. Additional ODA from 
the own resources of the European Investment Bank contributes to the collective EU amount, 
bringing it to €58.2bn.

- The EU cooperation with Latin America contributes to the region’s efforts to reduce poverty and 
enhance populations’ sustainable and inclusive growth in a context of respect for human rights, 
the rule of law, democracy and other key elements of good governance.

- The EU is a leading donor in Latin America. In 2013, the EU committed almost €900 million as 
development aid to countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

- For the 2014-2020 period, the EU has assigned approximately €3.5bn. This figure is based on 
bilateral, regional and thematic funds from the EU’s Development and Cooperation Instrument 
(DCI) and the European Development Fund (EDF).

How is the EU’s development cooperation support making an impact on the ground in 
Latin America and Caribbean countries?

• In Peru, the prevalence of malnutrition among young children dropped from 23.3% 
in 2010 to 14.1% in mid-2014, thanks to EU support to EUROPAN – a national policy 
against child malnutrition. This support (€60 million) has also contributed to improve the 
efficiency of public policy implementation and public finance management.

• In Haiti, 17 schools and educational support centres have been created across the country 
with EU support, and more than 370 schools in four departments have been rehabilitated 
to, for instance, include proper sanitation facilities, which remain a key priority also in 
view of the cholera transmission risks. All in all, 150,000 children in Haiti are currently 
benefiting from improved education thanks to EU aid.

4.  Development and humanitarian  
 aid
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- Since 1996, more than €1bn in humanitarian aid has been dedicated by the European Union 
to Latin America and the Caribbean. In addition to helping LAC countries respond to natural and 
man-made disasters, the EU is funding disaster reduction actions in the region.

- In 2014, total funding for humanitarian aid was over €48 million, of which 24% was for disaster 
preparedness programmes. In its humanitarian work in the region, the EU pays special attention 
to forgotten crises.

• Since 1993, the EU-funded programme AL-INVEST has helped with the internationalisation 
of thousands of Latin American small and medium enterprises (SMEs). An evaluation 
done in 2014 highlights that the 4th phase of the programme (2009-2013) has reached 
almost 60,000 companies, as well as:

Generated new exports worth over €84 million in the region of Mexico, Central America 
and Cuba alone. The evaluators calculate that one euro of EU contribution generated five 
euro of new business;

Created more than 20,000 direct and more than 60,000 indirect jobs in Bolivia, Colombia, 
Ecuador and Peru;

• More than 32,000 children, mostly from poor, vulnerable families in high-risk situations 
are supported by the National Network for Child Care and Development in Costa Rica 
(RedCUDI), which provides them with food services and educational stimulation, thus 
enabling their mothers to obtain paid work outside their homes. This initiative has received 
crucial support from the EU, through its EUROsociAL programme.

• Jesús Figueredo is a farmer in the outskirts of Havana, Cuba. He has seen the impact that 
rising temperatures and saltwater intrusion have had on the soils affecting his harvests.

Interested in the development of new farming techniques, he got involved in the BASAL 
project, which is co-funded by the EU and Switzerland. It aims at promoting the adaptation 
of farmers to new conditions, the application of scientific results into agriculture and the 
improvement of knowledge exchange with special emphasis on the effects of climate 
change and reducing water and energy consumption.

Jesús’s involvement in the programme led to findings which allowed him to improve his 
production and make it more sustainable by applying simple measures. Besides, as part 
of the project, he now has the responsibility of passing on his knowledge in order to widen 
the reach of sustainable practices of water use and soil management.
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For example:

• As a response to humanitarian needs caused by tropical storm Isaac and Cyclone Sandy 
in Haiti in 2012, the EU funded cash and vouchers programmes for the most vulnerable 
people who had lost their livelihoods and were exposed to the risk of hunger. In addition 
to responding to the emergency needs, the Commission funded actions that build the 
resilience of the affected people, helping them establish sustainable livelihoods that can 
withstand future shocks.
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- The European Commission has set as one of its priorities the building of an Energy Union, which 
aims among others at securing energy supply, boosting energy efficiency and investing in more 
environmentally-friendly energy sources while reducing carbon-dependency.

- The EU imports 53% of its energy at a cost of around €400bn, while many CELAC countries are 
rich in energy resources and net energy exporters.

- In 2013, 4.6% of the EU’s external oil imports came from LAC countries, as well as 1.2% of its 
external gas imports and 9% of its LNG imports.

- The EU is leader in production of electricity from renewable sources. In 2012, the EU produced 
over 761TWh from renewables. In LAC countries, the amount was even higher at over 818TWh, 
with Brazil accounting for over half of it at some 451 TWh per year. 1

- The EU has set itself ambitious goals to fight climate change including a 40% cut of greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030, increasing the share of renewable energy to at least 27% of the total and 
increasing energy efficiency by at least 27%.

- Following the steps taken last December at the COP20 in Lima, Peru and ahead of the COP21 
which will take place in Paris this December, the European Union is calling on all parties to assume 
fair and ambitious commitments and to set common rules for transparency and accountability. 
The EU wants the agreed protocol to be legally binding and subject to regular reviews in order to 
increase the objectives. 

- The overarching objective of the COP21 will be finding a solution to keep the average rise of 
temperature below the conventionally agreed 2ºC. According to the World Bank and WWF, it is 
said that if this objective failed, Latin America and the Caribbean would be amongst the worst-
affected areas in the world from global warming: the rising oceans would affect the Caribbean 
islands, the Andean glaciers could melt, cyclones would increase in number and intensity, major 
droughts would threaten food production and up to 60% of the Amazon rainforest, which today 
represents half of the rainforest area in the world, could become a savannah. 2 3     

1  http://www.eia.gov/cfapps/ipdbproject/IEDIndex3.cfm?tid=6&pid=29&aid=12
2 http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2014/12/02/climate-change-impacts-in-latin-america-and-the-
caribbean-confronting-the-new-climate-normal
3 http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/amazon/problems/climate_change_amazon/

5. Energy and climate action

http://www.eia.gov/cfapps/ipdbproject/IEDIndex3.cfm?tid=6&pid=29&aid=12
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2014/12/02/climate-change-impacts-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-confronting-the-new-climate-normal
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2014/12/02/climate-change-impacts-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean-confronting-the-new-climate-normal
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/amazon/problems/climate_change_amazon/
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- Between 2004 and 2014, under the Erasmus Mundus programme, over 8,000 students and staff 
from Latin America benefitted from grant support from the EU to study in European universities. 
European students are also increasingly choosing Latin American countries as a destination for 
their Erasmus programme exchanges.

- Students wishing to study in Europe for up to 12 months can apply through their university for 
a ‘credit mobility’ grant. In the period 2014-2020, €36.5 million will fund about 6,200 exchanges 
mostly for Latin American and Caribbean students and staff coming to Europe.

- Erasmus+ scholarships are also available for students on full-time joint Master’s programmes, 
delivered by three or more universities. Between 2014 and 2020, around 3,500 Erasmus+ 
scholarships will be given to Latin American and Caribbean students.  

- Doctoral candidates from Latin America can apply for three-year fellowships funded by the 
EU’s Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (15,000 in total worldwide). Over 3,000 Latin American 
researchers have received funding from this scheme since 2004.

- With a budget of €6.16bn, the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions will finance around 65,000 
researchers between 2014 and 2020, including 25,000 doctoral candidates.  The Actions will 
enable around 15,000 non-EU researchers to start or pursue their careers in Europe.

- Cooperation between institutions is also funded through Erasmus+ Capacity Building projects 
in Higher Educations. It is expected that €83 million will fund approximately 100 cooperation 
projects with Latin America and the Caribbean under Erasmus+.

- In the framework of Erasmus+, youth organisations and public bodies in LAC countries and 
Europe can also create new projects to promote strategic cooperation and participate in “Youth 
Capacity Building projects”.

6. Education and research

For example:

In 2006, Nicola Tarque, from Peru, received a scholarship to study an Erasmus Mundus 
Masters programme in earthquake engineering in Pavia, Italy. 

This opened up a wealth of opportunities for Nicola and for Peru. The Italian government 
funded Nicola’s PhD in Earthquake Engineering and then he developed his expertise further 
by working at the Universities of Bologna and Gabriele d’Annunzio di Chieti-Pescara. 
Nicola returned to Peru to apply the knowledge he gained in Europe, through teaching at 
the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú and also in engineering projects, for example 
protecting hospitals against seismic activity.

For example:

In the framework of an individual Marie Skłodowska-Curie fellowship, a research team 
from the Newcastle and Lincoln Universities in the UK received more than €180,000 to 
work with Dr Julieta Sztarker from the University of Buenos Aires to develop a navigation 
and collision-avoidance system for cars inspired by the visual system of the locust.



15

- The five Latin American countries with most funded projects in the various 2014 calls were 
Argentina (23), Brazil (10), Chile (12), Colombia (4) and Mexico (4). The selection of proposals 
for this year’s calls is still on-going, but the five countries that submitted most applications for 
proposals for support for PhD training (ITN) and Research and Innovation Staff Exchanges (RISE) 
were again Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico.

- The European Commission is helping finance a new submarine broadband optical cable between 
Europe and South America, linking Lisbon (Portugal) with Fortaleza (Brazil). It will increase the 
intercontinental telecommunication capacity available to Latin America by over 150% and will 
particularly improve interactions between Europe and Latin America in the area of research and 
education.

- The Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communications (BEREC) and the Latin American 
Forum of Telecommunications Regulators (Regulatel) have a regular dialogue.

- Under the EU’s Horizon 2020 programme, the EU and Latin America are working together to 
develop common standards in cloud computing and high performance computing.

- During 2007-2012, the EU invested €70 million in research with Latin America.

For example:

With the project “Impulso de la Red de Jóvenes Pro Desarrollo”, young people from Cañar, 
Quito, El Alto and Oruro in Latin America and from Murcia, Utrecht and Brussels in Europe 
looked into challenges their communities face regarding the employment situation of 
young people. As a result of this project, they developed their own tourism business and 
shaped it on a sustainable and environment-friendly basis.

Some cooperation examples

• The first ever comprehensive overview of the soils of Latin America and the Caribbean 
was released in 2014. It was funded by the European Union through the EUROCLIMA 
Programme and it was coordinated by the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre. 
This is the result of collaboration with leading soil scientists in Europe, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean. It explains and highlights the importance of soil.
More than half of the 576 million hectares of arable land of Latin America –which 
produces large amounts of agricultural commodities- are estimated to be affected by 
degradation processes. The main causes are change in land use (especially deforestation), 
over-exploitation, climate change and social inequality.

• Where water is scarce, it is particularly important to ensure it is not wasted. Recycling 
and reuse technologies can help to preserve this invaluable resource even in very arid 
regions. 
The EU-funded COROADO project has developed a web-based programme drawing on a 
wide range of expertise to identify the best possible combination of water recycling and 
reuse technologies for a given region.  The system takes account of the requirements and 
concerns of the various local stakeholders to find an acceptable solution for all involved. 
The development of this application and the community consultation process underpinning 
its use were informed by projects in four Latin American regions that are facing a variety 
of water management challenges. 
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- In an increasingly connected, conflict-ridden and complex world, EU-CELAC is stepping up 
cooperation to tackle challenges like drug trafficking, terrorist attacks and organised crime, which 
affect people on both sides of the Atlantic.

- Citizen’s security remains one of the main challenges in the LAC region. According to the 2013 
Global Study on Homicide by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the LAC region has 
the highest rates due to organised crime and gang-related violence. 4  

- A key point for cooperation between the EU and the LAC region is the world drug problem, where 
both regions act under the principle of common and shared responsibility. The new trends in the 
illicit drugs market (synthetic drugs, trafficking in drug precursors, new psychoactive substances, 
together with new consumption trend of plant-based drugs) have put an end to the old division 
between drug producing and drug consuming countries.

- Transit has also become more complex, with new routes being developed that now pass through 
West Africa, the Sahel and North Africa. 

- Bi-regional cooperation on drugs is mainly embodied in the EU-CELAC Coordination and 
Cooperation Mechanism on Drugs, which meets annually at Senior Officials’ level. This forum 
ensures a common commitment to countering the World Drug Problem in all its dimensions by 
encouraging greater international cooperation in strengthening national capacities on the basis of 
a comprehensive, balanced and multidisciplinary approach. Every two years, the EU-CELAC Action 
Plan updates the concrete measures (such as the reinforcement of drug observatories, cooperation 
in the field of health or the fight against money laundering) that are to be implemented in this 
field.

- Within the framework of cooperation on drugs and also from a regional perspective, the 
Cooperation Programme on Drugs Policies between the EU and Latin America (COPOLAD), fully 
financed by the EU (€6.6 million for the 2011-2015 period) aims at providing policy support 
to reinforce the EU-CELAC Coordination and Cooperation Mechanism on Drugs by consolidating 
national observatories, helping in capacity-building in drug demand and drug supply reduction.

4  http://www.eia.gov/cfapps/ipdbproject/IEDIndex3.cfm?tid=6&pid=29&aid=12

7.  Security and fight against drug  
 trafficking 

http://www.eia.gov/cfapps/ipdbproject/IEDIndex3.cfm?tid=6&pid=29&aid=12



