
 

 
 

04/08/20 1000 hours 
UPDATE - Gideon McKean located 

 
After a five-day search that involved aviation and underwater imaging sonar technology, 
authorities recovered missing person, Gideon McKean, on April 8th at approximately 1:40 pm. 
The Maryland Natural Resources Police Underwater Operations Team recovered Gideon 
deceased in 25 feet of water and 2.3 miles south of his grandmother’s residence in Shady Side, 
Md. where the canoe was launched. Gideon was located about 2,000 feet from where his mother, 
Maeve Kennedy Townsend McKean, was located. 
 
The Maryland Natural Resources Police was assisted by Charles County Dive Rescue and Anne 
Arundel County Fire Department.  

 
April 6-After a days-long search that involved aviation and underwater imaging sonar 
technology, authorities recovered missing person, Maeve Kennedy Townsend McKean, on April 
6th at approximately 5:31 pm. Assisting agency, Charles County Dive and Rescue located 
Mckean deceased in 25 feet of water and about 2.5 miles south of her mother’s residence in 
Shady Side, Md. where the canoe was launched. The Maryland Natural Resources Police 
confirmed the identity as Maeve Kennedy Townsend McKean. The Maryland Natural Resources 
Police will resume search operations tomorrow to continue searching for her son, Gideon 
McKean.  

 
April 4- The Maryland Natural Resources Police (NRP) along with the Anne Arundel County 
Fire Department,  and Charles County Sheriff’s Office Dive Team continue on-water operations 
in what is now deemed a recovery effort for two subjects who went missing from a canoe on 
April 2nd.  Vessels are underway today conducting surface search and side scan sonar operations 
in the Chesapeake Bay around the area between where the subjects were last seen and their canoe 
was recovered.  Anne Arundel County Police Aviation and Maryland State Police K9 and 
aviation  are also assisting with search efforts. 

 
On April 2nd at approximately 4:49 p.m, the Maryland Natural Resources Police responded to 
the Chesapeake Bay in the area of Robinson Road in Shady Side, MD in reference to two 
individuals in a canoe, who appeared to be overtaken by the strong winds. The missing 
individuals have been identified as Maeve Kennedy Townsend McKean, 40-year-old female and 
Gideon McKean, eight-year-old male, both of Washington D.C.  
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The preliminary investigation revealed that the pair may have been paddling the canoe 

from a residence in Shady Side, MD out into the bay to retrieve a ball.  Strong winds and heavy 
seas made conditions such so that the pair were unable to paddle back to shore. At approximately 
7:00 p.m., the overturned canoe that the subjects were in was located off of Rockhold Creek near 
Deale.  

A full search including members of the Natural Resources Police, Maryland State Police, 
U.S. Coast Guard, and local police and fire departments continued into the evening. Units from 
the U.S. Coast Guard continued the search overnight, with NRP, Anne Arundel Fire, and 
Maryland State Police rejoining the search on the morning of April 3rd.  All units terminated 
rescue efforts around 8 p.m on April 3rd.  
 
  


